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SUBJECT: AQUINO CASE 

1 . JUNE 7 MANILA PRESS REPORTS MILITARY COMMISSION NO. 2 HAS 
BEEN ASSURED SENATOR AQUINO WILL APPEAR IN PERSON AT HEARING 
TOMORROW (JUNE 8). DURING HEARING JUNE 6. EXASPERATED 
COMMISSION PRESIDENT GENERAL SYJUCO DIRECTED THAT AQUINO, ASC 
WELL AS LT. VICTOR CORPUZ AND COMMANDER DANTE (BERNABE 
BUSCAYNO) APPEAR IN PERSON TO LET HIM KNOW WHETHER THEY WILL 
ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN DEFENSE PHASE OF TRIAL. 

2. DURING LUNCH JUNE 7, SENATOR SALONGA. WHO HAD JUST COME 
FROM VISITING AQUINO. GAVE EMOBFF RUNDOWN ON HIS CLIENT'S 
CURRENT PLANS. FORMER SENATOR ASKED TO TALK TO SECRETARY 
ENRILE THIS MORNING. PERMISSION WAS GRANTED AND HE SPOKE 
WITH ENRILE ON THE PHONE. AQUINO ASKED TO SEE MARCOS 
IMMEDIATELY TO DISCUSS HIS CASE.SAYING HE WISHED TO HAVE IT 
TRANSFERRED TO CIVIL COURT. AQUINO SAID HE PLANNED TO TELL 
MARCOS THAT UNLESS HIS TRIAL HELD IN CIVIL COURT HE WOULD 
TIE UP MILITARY COURT FOR YEAR OR TWO CALLING EVERY 
POSSIBLE WITNESS AND DOING EVERYTHING HE COULD TO 
EMBARRASS PRESIDENT. ENRILE, WHO PROMISED TO CONSULT WITH 
MARCOS AND BE BACK TO AQUINO, SUGGESTED AQUINO PUT HIS 
REQUEST IN WRITING. WHILE AQUINO, WITH HELP OF SALONGA 
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DRAFTING LETTER, ENRILE CALLED BACK SAYING PRESIDENT HAD 
AGREED TO SEE AQUINO THIS AFTERNOON. SALONGA CAUTIONED 
AQUINO THAT PROMISE MIGHT NOT BE KEPT, BUT HE SAID HE 
LEFT AQUINO IN STATE OF "EUPHORIA." SALONGA PROMISED 
INFORM EMBOFF AS SOON AS HE FOUND OUT WHETHER MEETING 
ACTUALLY DID TAKE PLACE. SALONGA WAS DEEPLY SKEPTICAL 
MARCOS WOULD KEEP PROMISE. 
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3. COMMENT: SYJUCO'S INSTRUCTION THAT AQUINO BE FORCED 
TO APPEAR AT TRIAL TOMORROW HAD POTENTIAL FOR SOME 
EMBARRASSMENT. SYJUCO ALSO ORDERED THAT TRIAL BE CLOSED 
TO PUBLIC WITH ONLY BONA FIDE MEDIA MEN ALLOWED COVER IT. 
ALTHOUGH AQUINO'S SISTER (MRS. CONCIO) TOLD PRESS HER 
BROTHER WOULD APPEAR. IT WAS ALWAYS POSSIBLE AQUINO MIGHT 
BALK AT LAST MINUTE PRESENTING REGIME WITH QUESTION OF 
WHETHER TO COMPEL HIS PRESENCE BY FORCE. AQUINO S TWO 
PHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH ENRILE ARE A FIRST. MEETING BETWEEN 
PRESIDENT AND AQUINO, SHOULD IT MATERIALIZE, WOULD BE THEIR 
FIRST PERSONAL CONFRONTATION SINCE DECLARATION OF MARTIAL 
LAW. AQUINO HAS PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO HAVE 
HIS CASE TRIED BY CIVIL COURT (DURING VISIT TO STAFFDEL 
SALZBERG - SEE MANILA 5897), BUT WHETHER MARCOS WOULD PERMIT 
SUCH A TRIAL DOUBTFUL, ALTHOUGH HE RECENTLY 
ANNOUNCED INTENTION TO ABOLISH MILITARY COMMISSIONS. IN 
ANY EVENT, THERE DOES SEEM TO BE SOME MOVEMENT IN 
AQUINO'S CASE. HOPEFULLY IT IS POSITIVE WE SHALL 
CONTINUE KEEP DEPARTMENT ADVISED. 
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